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It’s About Love 
 

Dear Village Chapel Family, 
 

At this time of the year, you have 

probably grown accustomed to re-

ceiving some form of stewardship 

appeal from your church– you expect 

it, the sermons and readings on Sun-

day encourage and enable it, and the 

realities of our budget demand it. 

Chances are you have long since determined how to 

handle such requests. If you have decided to favor 

The Village Chapel with a pledge, we cannot be more 

grateful. If you are undecided about whether to pro-

vide a pledge to our church, please consider the fol-

lowing.  
 

1)     Our church subsists entirely upon your generos-

ity. What you see here, and don‟t see here, by 

way of ministries, facilities, and staff, is com-

pletely dependent on what we receive from you. 

In short, we get the church we pay for; 
 

2)    The best evidence of a loving commitment is a 

willingness to provide financial support where it 

is needed, whether it‟s for your children, your 

spouse, or your church; 
 

3)    If we are to grow spiritually into the children of 

God we are called by God to be, our commitment 

to that relationship must be total and complete. 

Our talents, our time, our money– all are needed 

for this church to be a force for Christian unity, a 

reflection of God‟s love, and a conduit of God‟s 

grace to ourselves and our community. 
 

Finally, what we do with our money defines who we 

are, and how we‟ll be remembered when we are gone. 

We live in a culture that says: “He who dies with the 

most toys wins.” When John Wesley died, his entire 

estate consisted of a single spoon. When Jesus died, 

his only possession was a robe. So which is the better 

legacy– the things we‟ve bought and possessed in 

this life, or the lives we‟ve touched?  
                       (continued on pg 2) 

Human Trafficking Education & Community 
Event at The Village Chapel 

by: Pastor Ashley Smith 

 

Over the four Sundays in October, The Village 

Chapel hosted Jan Mullis, a Friend to Friend  

Human Trafficking Educator, for an eye-opening ex-

perience and interaction. Our youth were part of a 

new effort to bring awareness to their at-risk demo-

graphic. The sessions were geared toward teaching 

the youth how to identify the methods and likely vic-

tims of the traffickers. In a further effort to bring 

awareness to our community, our Chapel's Men's 

Ministry is hosting a community wide event that will 

include our Sheriff, Neil Godfrey, and representa-

tives from 5 Sparrows and Friend to Friend. The 

event is scheduled for Saturday, December 16, 2017, 

and is open to the public. I personally want to invite 

you to attend and learn more about what we can all 

do to combat this modern day slavery.  
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Women’s Discussion Group 
“The smile on my face doesn‟t mean my life is perfect. It means I appreciate what I have, 

what I have been blessed with.” 

That may have been a bit of Charlie Brown philosophy, but the statement parallels the theme 

of The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World. A selection from The Book of 

Joy, authored by The Dalai Lama (Buddhist), Archbishop Desmond Tutu (Anglican Chris-

tian) ad Douglas Abrams (Jewish), is the chosen reading for the Women's Discussion Group 

for the November meeting. The chapter, entitled “Gratitude: I am Fortunate to Be Alive,” 

seems an appropriate choice for the Thanksgiving season. The writers observe that 

“Thanksgiving is a natural response to life and may be the only way to savor it.” The 

Women‟s Discussion Group will meet on Thursday morning, November 9th at from 10 to 

11:30 in The Chapel choir room. Any woman interested in the shared discussion and fellow-

ship is welcome. For questions and further information contact Nelda Cockman (910.673-

2342 or nrc67@icloud.com) 

We live our lives thinking that our security is in  

what we own. From our childhoods, we learn to reach 

out to things, saying “Mine!” But there will come a 

time for each of us, when we enter that great twilight 

between this life and the next– suspended between 

eternal life and eternal death– and it‟s then we will 

hear just one voice, reaching out to us, saying just one 

word: Mine! 

 

It‟s not about money. It‟s all about love. 

 

Stewardship prayer: 

 

 Gracious and loving God, you call us to be 

stewards of your abundance, the caretakers of all you 

have entrusted to us. Help us to use your gifts wisely 

and teach us to share them generously. Send the Holy 

Spirit to work through us, bringing your message to 

those we serve. May our faithful stewardship bear wit-

ness to the love of Jesus Christ in our lives. We pray 

with grateful hearts, in Christ’s name. Amen 

 

May the grace of our generous Lord Jesus Christ, be 

with us all. 

 

Blessings,  

Pastor John Jacobs 

Children’s Sunday School  
Canned Food Drive 

 

The Children‟s Sunday School classes (K-5th grade) 

will be doing a canned food drive through Sunday, 

November 12. Families are encouraged to help their 

children shop and bring in canned food items that 

those in need can use for a Thanksgiving Dinner. 

Please place your donations in the box that is located 

in the atrium hallway or give them to your Sunday 

School teacher. 

 

For more information or if you have questions,  

contact Shanon Venable at (910) 639-2920 or 

shprdsings@gmail.com 

Thanksgiving Eve service 
 

Wednesday, November 22 
 

5:00PM 
 

Nursery Provided 
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Meet Jim and Ellene Busby 
 

In our very special congre-

gation we have a small 

number of folks who were 

born or grew up in the 

Moore County region. Most 

of our members, however, 

arrived at the Village 

Chapel by a much longer, 

circuitous route - as did El-

lene and Jim Busby. A good 

portion of those that chose 

the Pinehurst area for their 

retirement home were look-

ing for a nice climate and an opportunity to play golf and 

tennis. But not the Busby's. They initially came to the area 

to investigate business opportunities, decided they liked the 

prospects and put out the Busby and Company shingle. In 

due course they found their way to the Village Chapel. 
 

It‟s always interesting in doing this Meet the Congregation 

series to learn just how God leads people like the Busby's 

to our beloved church home. Here is their unique story. 
 

This is not the story of a couple that grew up together, were 

childhood sweethearts, got married and live happily ever 

after. Oh, they are a happy couple. Both have a keen, self-

deprecating sense of humor, enjoy life, laugh easily and 

love the Village Chapel, but it took quite a time and good 

deal of wandering before they settled here. 
 

Jim was born in Joplin, Missouri but spent most of his early 

years in Illinois, graduating from Kewanee High School, 

west of Chicago, in 1956. Ellene, on the other hand, was 

born in Hot Springs, Arkansas but grew up in Oklahoma 

City, some 800 miles from Kewanee.  
 

After graduating from Kewanee High School, Jim enlisted 

in the U.S Navy. Following his discharge from the Navy, 

Jim attended Aurora University near Chicago. Like so 

many self-made men, Jim worked his way through college, 

in his case on the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Rail-

road. He graduated from Aurora in 1966 with a degree in 

Economics and went to work for Arthur Anderson, one of 

the “big four” international accounting companies. He 

earned his CPA in 1971 while working for Coopers Ly-

brand - another of the “Big Four” - in Oklahoma City. 
 

Ah, fate! Jim‟s offices happened to be in the same building 

where Ellene worked. She also had become an accountant 

and was working for a local accounting firm where she 

earned her CPA in 1974. They met by chance, profession-

ally, romance followed and they were married August 23, 

1978. They just celebrated their 39th anniversary here in 

Pinehurst but they covered a lot of ground between Okla-

homa and North Carolina. 

 

After they were married, Jim and Ellene left their respec-

tive companies and joined forces, but no longer confined to 

the accounting field. They are both entrepreneurs and 

branched out into diverse enterprises - they owned an oil 

drilling company and a shopping mall, among other busi-

nesses. Oklahoma and Texas were booming. Jim learned to 

fly, bought a plane and they traveled extensively. Business 

and life were good. 
 

Then in the early 1980‟s, the economy began to tank and 

the business environment in Oklahoma took a severe hit. 

Eventually, The Busby‟s decided the time had come to take 

their entrepreneurial skills elsewhere. So in 1988, they 

hopped on Jim‟s plane and flew all over the United States 

looking for business opportunities and having a lot of fun 

in the process. In early 1989, while in Greensboro, North 

Carolina looking at business prospects, they were contacted 

by their agent with a list of businesses for sale in Florida 

and North Carolina. They liked the one in Southern Pines 

and, always decisive, bought it and a house and hung up 

their Busby and Company shingle on February 14, 1989 - 

Valentines Day. 
 

Jim was raised a Presbyterian, Ellen a Baptist. Ellene con-

cedes that Jim was the more active in their religious jour-

ney. He at one time had helped establish and build a new 

Presbyterian church where he also taught Sunday School. 

They joined the Brownston Presbyterian Church in South-

ern Pines where Jim continued to teach a Bible class. After 

10 years at Brownston, the Busby began looking at other 

churches in the area and were attracted to the Village 

Chapel.  
 

Lucky for us! They were almost immediately „recruited” 

and their skills put to work. Ellene served six consecutive 

years as Treasurer and, after a three year hiatus, is back on 

the Board of Trustees as Treasurer. Jim continues to teach 

Bible courses and special presentations at Break Night and 

regularly attends Bible Study and Sunday School. He 

served as Chairman of the Christian Education Committee 

at one time. They attend the 9:30 service. 
 

Jim has three children from a previous marriage. Ellene 

two. Between them they have 10 grandchildren and two 

great grandchildren scattered from South Carolina to Okla-

homa, Texas and California. Following the example set by 

Jim and Ellene the younger generation is also active in the 

religious life of their communities. 
 

So, it is quite a life‟s journey the Busby's have made but we 

feel most fortunate that it terminated here at the Village 

Chapel. Thanks, Ellene and Jim, for all you have done and 

continue to do to make the Village Chapel the place we 

love to call home.        
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Join us on Sunday, December 3 from 9:00AM until 12:30PM  
 

 

Please bring your gifts for Angel Tree during services and enjoy hot chocolate, 

coffee, cookies, and snap a picture with Old St. Nick himself!  
 

This is a great opportunity to see how the Angel Tree program works once your 

shopping is done. Bring the kids to let them experience the outpour of God‟s 

love during this season of giving. 
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Hanging of the Greens 
November 29 

Dinner 5:45pm 

Service 7:00pm 
Please check the Sunday Bulletin for the menu and to make  

reservations for dinner. 

 
Help us prepare for the Advent Season!  

Be a part of our Hanging of the Greens preparations. 
 

 Volunteers are needed to decorate the Chrismon Tree on Monday, November 27 at 9:30AM. 

Call Janis Sholtis at (910) 295-1057 

 GREENS NEEDED: Magnolia leaves, evergreens, holly, etc. Please bring to the kitchen or 

Chapel Hall on November 27 or the morning of the 28th. 

 Volunteers are needed to help make the greenery window arrangements and table decorations 

on Tuesday, November 28 at 9:30AM. Contact Eleanora Voelkel at (910) 295-4664 

 Volunteers are needed to be a part of the service on November 29: contact Caroline Krom at 

(386) 846-6393 
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Have You Noticed A  

Stephen Ministry Presence? 
 

Recently you may have noticed colorful signs along 

with recent articles in our church newsletter, The Her-

ald, regarding our church‟s involvement in a most 

worthwhile venture in Christian service. We want you 

to know about it, how to use it, and how it will help 

you. 

 

The Stephen Ministry concept was begun in 1974 and 

has grown to a world wide organization of some 

660,000 Stephen Ministers serving millions of people 

with concerned and Christ-like loving care, and in a 

totally confidential manner. 

 

There are two key players in a Stephen Ministry rela-

tionship. One is the care giver and one is the care re-

ceiver. The care giver is a Christian person with a 

strong desire to provide the care receiver with special 

Christ-like love and has received extensive training to 

further develop listening and caring skills. 

 

Stephen Ministry can help with life changing events, 

such as death, illness, divorce, financial difficulty, 

loneliness, guilt, dementia, again, and stress to name a 

few. 

 

One of the Biblical rules guiding the efforts of Care 

Givers is found in Galatians 6:2 “ Carry each others 

burdens and in this way you will fulfill the law of 

Christ.” 

 

There is absolutely no cost associated with Stephen 

Ministry, and our care givers are eager to be of service 

to you. If you would like to know more about the sig-

nificance of Stephen Ministry, and how you can bene-

fit from it, please call one of our Stephen Leaders: 

 

Betsy Jacobs- (910) 986-7215   

Elizabeth Skvarla  - (910) 215-0205 

Shirley Aquino- (910) 420-8320 

Doug Smith - (910) 295-1659 

Outreach Missions of TVC 

The Boys & Girls Club 

of the Sandhills 
 

Our focus this month is on THE BOYS & GIRLS 

CLUB of the Sandhills. Youth in our community are 

very blessed to have this resource available to them. 

The leadership provided by Executive Director Caro-

line Eddy stesa very high standard for staff, volun-

teers, families, and Club members. 

 

This club was founded in 1997 and began serving kids 

in 1999. The primary goals of The Boys & Girls Club 

are to inspire, enable and educate young people to be-

come responsible and caring citizens. Not just plati-

tudes, these qualities are nurtured and modeled every-

day by everyone who interacts with Club members.  

 

The main location is at 160 Memorial Park Court, the 

former Recreation Center in Southern Pines. A second 

location is at the Aberdeen Elementary School and 

recently, the Club added a third location affiliated with 

Trinity AME Zion Church in Southern Pines. This site 

is dedicated to the performing arts.  

 

Programs provided include after school youth devel-

opment, summer camp, programs in the arts, sports 

and fitness, character and leadership, career develop-

ment, health education and life skills. Indeed, there is 

a lot going on at The Boys & Girls Club. 

 

Membership is open to all children ages 5 thru 18 

years. Most members come from Southern Moore 

County. Membership was 1,301 children in 2016. Not 

surprisingly, there are many opportunities for volun-

teers to be involved at The Boys & Girls Club. Just a 

few of these are to serve as homework helpers, men-

tors, being available to read to and play games with 

children, office help, and assisting with dinners. Over 

90 percent of operational funds come from a variety of 

community resources, including your Village Chapel. 

 

For more information you may contact The Boys & 

Girls Club at (910) 692-0777 or view their website at 

sandhillsbgc.org. Or you may email Jim Obi at fair-

way97@aol.com or Dan Joslin at danjoslin2@aol.com 
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Why We Joined The Village Chapel 

To Our Chapel Friends,  

Our family unit priorities for over 45 years together are Faith, Family, Friends, and Caring for others. One 

being raised Presbyterian and one Catholic, we became a family unit worshipping at interdenominational 

military chapels for 26 years. After military retirement we attended a Baptist church in Virginia. In 2003 we 

purchased our home in Seven Lakes West but didn‟t move here until 2005. Our retirement goals are grow in 

faith, fitness (overcome when your chest sinks and becomes your tummy), and a continual commitment to 

each other and always look to find new ways to show each other our love.  

We started “church shopping” after purchasing our Seven Lakes home and visited many churches. We actu-

ally attended The Village Chapel many times over two years before sitting down together and saying to each 

other “there is something special about the Chapel”.  After meeting with Pastor Miller and praying about our 

decision, we knew the Chapel was the right place to grow our faith and worship the Lord.  

So years later have we grown? Yes, we feel we have. We have met very special spiritual “mentors” at the 

Chapel, have studied the Lord‟s Word and continue to try to perform “our Father‟s will” daily. When we 

joined the Chapel we knew the perfect church did not exist on this earth and that our church would face chal-

lenges. But with the Holy Spirit leading us we all can “stay the course.” All of us have the responsibility to 

support the Chapel with our service and our financial means.  

God Bless you, your family and our Chapel,  

Rich and Cricket Cowell 

2017  

Women’s Retreat 
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The Village Chapel 

Youth! 
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Collection Week is November 13-17, 2017 
 

This year, Operation Christmas Child has changed the way they accept the in-

formation you submit with each box. The process is  now entirely online. The 

web address is https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-

child/follow-your-box/ This link will have all the directions as well as ac-

cepting your payment online. The link is also available on our website in the 

main page slider. If you are having trouble getting to this information, please 

call the office at (910) 295-6003 or come by Heather‟s office. She will be 

more than happy to assist. 

 

Boxes are still available, check with one of our youth to get yours today!  
 

KUDOS KORNER 
 

We apologize that KUDOS KORNER did not make the deadline last month. So this month we have a good 

number of “attaboys” (or girls) to deliver. 

 

The Men‟s Ministry, newly invigorated by Rich Cowell and Doug Sherwood, joined Pastor Ashley and the 

Chapel youth to produce a really fun family affair at the Chapel picnic in October. Great food and wonderful 

fellowship. KUDOS! 

 

KUDOS to all those helping hands who pitched in their time and effort for the Habitat for Humanity, Apos-

tles Build in Robbins in November. 

 

Eleanora Voelkel does so much for the Chapel, she seems to be a permanent fixture in the KUDOS 

KORNER. The Servants Sunday celebration was special and showed to members and visitors alike just how 

much volunteers are doing, day in and day out, to do God‟s will in the Village Chapel.  

 

And wasn‟t Youth Sunday wonderful? To see our growing youth programs fills us with hope and inspiration. 

KUDOS to Deborah Holden and Stephen Gourley for the continual fine work with the youth choir and to  

Pastor Ed for the growth and vigor of our youth programs.  

 

A special KUDOS to Pastor Ed, his wife Tina, and their team for all of their hard work in making our fall 

festival a spectacular event.  This is an important outreach to the community and their tireless efforts are 

greatly appreciated.  
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2017 

 

Pet  

Blessing 
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November Birthdays 

Please contact the office if your birthday  

or anniversary information is incorrect, or if you 

need to be added to the list. 

1   Doug & Amita Sherwood 

     Ronald & Juanita Milam 

7     Curtis & Heidi Anaya 

9     Russell & Ann McAllister 

14   Andrew & Tisha Glover  

       Dave & Gail Devore 

20   Dale & Darlene Skinner 

21   Richard & Allyson Schoen 

       Ed & Darlene Reeves 

25   Lou & Nancy Clay 

27    Bill & Shirlene Bremer 

28    Kenneth & Cynthia Eckard-     

    Matthes 

29   Don & Mary Delauter 

       Fred & Terry Prince 

30   Hunter & Barbara Hess 

       Lee & Nancy Carbaugh 

1    Barbara Bottoms 

      Nancy Sadler 

      Betty Mangum 

      Andrew Glover 

2    Eden Whitfield 

      Jennifer Williams 

3    Tracy Parks 

      Colson  

         Totten- Lancaster 

      Tanner Page 

4    Stephen Ingham 

      Luan Aaron 

5    Vicky Brenner 

      Claire Corcoran 

      Bill Hammond 

6    Barbara Hess 

      Mandy Grimshaw 

 7    David Torok 

 8    Linda Lindsey 

 9    Rob Blandford 

       Eldora Wood 

       Mark Priest 

10   Emily Hamilton 

       Clare Logan 

11   Grace Kocher 

       Sally Brown 

       Linda Venters 

       Marilyn Kirol 

13  Dean Holzgraf 

15  Will Bacic 

19   Ron Kelly 

20   Dale Skinner 

       Bill Edwards 

       Sophia Vogt 

21   Lisa Youngclaus 

       Nancy Davis 

       Douglas Sherwood  

23    Jack Neely 

        John Brown 

        Russell McAllister 

24   Florence DeSandy 

       Hailey Gibbons 

26   Page Gibbons 

27  Jim Lewis 

28   Malinda Summey 

       Wen Smith 

       Iris Bland 

       Kathy Rowerdink 

29   Dave Cook 

       Jim Voelkel 

       Julian Hawes 

       Mike Vogt 

Please stop by the Angel Tree in the Narthex, before and after all church services November 5, 12, and 19 to 

adopt a family. We have committed to 78 families and a total of 301 people. We really need your support to 

make this a special Christmas for many families right here in Moore County. You can go together with other 

families, or with your Bible study, golf, Mahjong, Bridge, Bunco, or any other group to do a service project 

for the Christmas season. If you would like to get started on your shopping, just contact me and I can give 

you your family early. On those Sundays, we will also have sign up sheets for volunteering to help shop, 

wrap or be a part of distribution day. Thank you for your continued support of this project. We are blessed to 

have so many generous people here at The Village Chapel. Drop off day is Sunday, December 3! 

 

Merry Christmas,  

Lori Valentinas 

(630) 768-0004 

valentinas2277@sbcglobal.net 
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Flower Delivery Volunteers Needed 
 

Each Sunday, our altar and hymn board flowers are delivered to members of our church family who might 

need some cheering up. Usually this involves the delivery of no more than two or three arrangements. Cards 

labeled with the recipient‟s name, address and phone number are already prepared to accompany the flowers.  

They can be picked up after the 11:00 service and delivered Sunday or Monday while the flowers are still 

fresh. 

 

 

Jesus said “love one another as I have loved you” (John 13:34b). We can show the love of Christ to our 

Chapel brothers and sisters through this gift of our Sunday flowers. It is truly a blessing to both the recipient 

as well as the person delivering the gift of flowers. 

 

Please prayerfully consider if you are called to participate in this ministry of service to our Lord and contact 

Betsy Jacobs. 

 

email   betsy@tvcpinehurst.com     

(Cell)  910-986-7215  


