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Our Nation at Prayer 
 

In this transitional (and perhaps piv-

otal) year in our country's history, as 

we move from one presidential ad-

ministration to another, and with 

Americans divided and polarized on 

so many issues crucial to our nation-

al interest, this year's National Day 

of Prayer is a needed opportunity for 

Christians throughout America to 

gather in their places of worship and 

lift their voices in prayer - seeking 

God's holy wisdom and divine guidance. As George 

Washington knelt in the snow at Valley Forge, invoking 

God's grace and interceding for a people dedicated to free-

dom from tyranny, let us also thank God for the great na-

tion and its liberties we have inherited - and are duty-

bound to preserve and defend.  

 

As a community of faith within a larger community of 

neighbors, we are invited to join together in worship and 

prayer on May 4 at 10:00 am at The Village Chapel, in 

observance of our National Day of Prayer. This will be a 

service of music, readings from scripture, and prayers for 

the diverse concerns of our lives together.  

 

In addition (and for those who cannot attend the Thursday 

morning service), we will host a Wednesday evening 

"family-style" dinner in Chapel Hall on May 3, featuring 

as guest speaker Nick Picerno - businessman and former 

County Commission chairman - who will speak on the 

power of prayer in his life. Families are expressly wel-

come, and the nursery will be open. The community is 

invited to both events, so please bring a friend!  

 

Everyone in our Village Chapel family is urged to partici-

pate in our observance of the National Day of Prayer, and 

may God's holy Name be blessed by our prayerful pres-

ence in His house.  

 

 

Pastor John 

An Easter Miracle 
 

Over a decade ago, the 

church board where I was 

serving wanted to give a 

"love offering" to a wom-

an who had lost her home 

due to fire. The plan was 

for me to take the offering 

to her and convey our 

congregation's sympathies and prayers. Being unfamiliar 

with some of the more rural areas in the parish, I enlisted 

the assistance of the town's maintenance worker who was 

a longstanding member of our church and my personal 

friend. I asked, "Steve, can you tell me where to find 'Ms. 

Gloria'? I need to deliver this check to her." "Sure," Steve 

replied. "In fact, I'll take you myself!" After miles  of 

wheat fields and winding roads, we came upon a humble 

dwelling. "This is it.", Steve said. I went to the door an 

knocked. A lady opened the door and invited me inside. 

My initial thought was that if this is "Ms. Gloria," then I 

have the wrong person. Gloria is an African-American, 

and this lady is Caucasian! So I asked, "Are you Gloria?" 

"Yes, and this is my husband David" she said. David was 

sitting in a recliner in the living room. He didn't look well-

- pale with sunken facial features. "Hello David, I'm Pastor 

Ashley," I said as I reached out my hand to shake his. Da-

vid said, "I know who you are and I thank you for coming 

by to pray for me." I have no idea who these nice people 

are; I have never seen or met them before. So I just went 

with the flow (more like the Holy Spirit's leading). I 

learned that David was battling cancer. After listening to 

his story and sharing some scriptural encouragement, he 

allowed me to lay my hand upon his head for prayer. We 

asked God to heal him of cancer. I wished him well, 

hugged his wife good bye, and went back out side to 

where Steve was sitting in the town's truck. "Steve, I think 

we have the wrong Gloria! Can you take me to 'Ms. Glo-

ria' whose house recently burned down?" "Sure, I know 

right where she lives!"  

Almost a year went by, when I was invited by the local 

Baptist church to speak at their Easter Sunrise Service (the 

Baptist pastor and I would rotate each year doing the East-

er Sunrise Services and Thanksgiving Services at each 

other's church). Before it was my time to  
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The Womenõs Discussion Group  

will meet at 10:00 AM in The Village Chapel 

Choir room on Thursday, May 11, 2017. This 

will be the concluding meeting until Septem-

ber. Discussion materials may be picked up 

in the wall holder outside TVC offices. The 

discussion will be from ñThe Gift of Years, 

Growing Older Gracefullyò by Joan Chit-

tister. We will discuss personal limitations, 

spirituality, and legacy. 

 

Since this is the last meeting for several 

months, we will continue the tradition of go-

ing out to lunch following the discussion. If 

you would like to join the stimulating group 

please call Molly Thomas for information. 

(910) 693-7897. 

speak, Pastor Sammy McLamb shared with his congregation 

and mine, how happy they all were to have a congregant 

back in worship after a long, grueling ordeal with can-

cer. The congregation began clapping. Before the applause 

could end, I heard a man's voice begin speaking from the 

back of the church. Sitting on the front row, I turned to see 

the man that was speaking (I didn't recognize him). This 

man began praising God for his healing. He was filled with 

joy and thanksgiving to His Lord and to his church family 

for their prayers and support. And then he said--while point-

ing at me-- "I believe that God sent that man to pray for me". 

I then realized it was David! David and Gloria! I didn't have 

the wrong "Ms. Gloria" after allé 

 

God is good, All the time! 

 

Pastor Ashley 

National Day of Prayer 

Family Observance 
 

Wednesday, May 3   5:45 PM 
 

Speaker Nick Picerno, businessman and former 

Moore County Commission Chair,  

will discuss the importance of prayer in his life. 

Dinner reservations can be made by 

calling (910)295-6003. 
 

 

 

National Day of Prayer 

Worship Service 
 

Thursday, May 4 

10:00 AM 
 

Join us as we gather as a  

community to pray for our  

nation, its leaders, and our life together 
 

Special music provided by area musicians 
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Sally Brown Cherishes the 
Chapelõs Warmth and the Love 

by Yvonne Gale  
Sally Brown says that she spends a 

lot of time at The Village Chapel 

because she feels a special bond 

with the church.  "When I walk in 

to the Chapel, I feel warmth and 

love from the pastors and the peo-

ple.  I appreciate all who do what 

they can to serve on the commit-

tees.  Their service warms my 

heart." 

 

Growing up in  Evanston, Illinois, 

outside of Chicago, Sally remembers loving  Girl Scouts. 

She was a Girl Scout for eleven years, beginning in the 

second grade until she was a junior in high school.  Sally 

said, "I loved scouting because of the love and the camara-

derie.  Scouting helped me to learn to share and care about 

others."  After her junior year, she took up golfing due to 

her father's influence. 

 

  Her parents did not go to church; nevertheless,  Sally's 

spiritual life started in the third grade when she decided to 

accompany her sister to church.  Sally says the Father of 

the church "kept after us."  He urged us to participate in 

church activities, and eventually Sally joined Holy Com-

forter Episcopal Church.   

 

After graduating from high school, Sally began studies in 

international business.  She studied one year abroad at 

Franklin College in Lugano, Switzerland.  She came back 

home and met her husband Louis,  who ironically had at-

tended Franklin College also.   

 

Louis and Sally married in 1977.  They were married for 

31 years until Louis's death in 2008.  They had three chil-

dren Louis, 39, who lives outside of Chicago; Nicholas, 38, 

who lives in Lenior, NC, and Jennifer, 35, who lives in Sic-

ily.  The Brown Family has six grandchildren. 

 

Sally fondly remembers that the family had a lot of fun 

when the children were growing up.  Louis was in the in-

ternational steel business; therefore, she and he traveled to 

a lot to places in the Far East like Hong Kong and China.  

When she wasn't traveling, Sally volunteered at the Junior 

League and at her children's daycare centers and schools.  

Sally is close to her family, she says, "They are all wonder-

ful.  They are successful and hard working." 

 

Sally and Louis visited Pinehurst  regularly because Louis's 

grandparents, Mary and Louie Meyer, lived in Pine-

hurst.  They moved  permanently to the area because they 

both loved playing golf.  Sally still plays golf four times a 

week.  She has won the Pinehurst Country Club Champion-

ship for Women for four years.   

 

 "Golf, traveling, volunteering, and my grandchildren are 

my hobbies and interests," according to Sally.   One of the 

important volunteer jobs she held in the community was 

serving on the Board of Habitat for Humanity for four 

years. Sally is currently a volunteer with the USO. 

 

The Browns joined the Chapel in 2005.  They attended the 

church because Louis's family was involved with the Chap-

el.  Sally has served on the Board of Trustees and on nu-

merous committees such as Volunteer Chairperson, Stew-

ardship, Membership, Communication, Strategic Planning, 

and Chapel Servant, all while being active in the choir.  

 

When asked why she has been so willing to serve in so 

many capacities, she said, "It is important to serve the 

church because you are serving God and Jesus."  When her 

husband died,  Sally says that the church became an im-

portant support.  "It got me out of myself and serving oth-

ers."  

  

When asked what her Christian faith meant to her, she re-

plied:  "Everything.  It means trust, loyalty, not having 

fear, love and being able to count on God to pull me 

through."   

 

Christ  stressed the importance of service during his minis-

try on Earth.   Sally acts upon her faith through her service 

to the Church and to others.  She is a dedicated servant to 

the Chapel, but more importantly, to God.   

Sally with her only grand-daughter, Marit 



    The Chapel Herald Page 4 

CHURCH STAFF  

REORGANIZATION 
 

APRIL 1, 2017 
 

Submitted by:  Shirley Nelson, HR Chair 
 

The following reorganization of church staff is effec-

tive April 1, 2017. 

 

According to the By-Laws of The Village Chapel, the 

Senior Pastor is the spiritual leader and responsible 

for the planning and execution of religious services 

while delegating certain authorities to the Associate 

Minister and other ministerial employees. The Board 

of Trustees is the governing body of The Chapel ac-

countable to the congregation. The Board is responsi-

ble for the Administrative function. Both areas coor-

dinate with each other in order to carry out the mis-

sion of the Chapel. 

 

Effective immediately, we are pleased to announce 

that LuAnn Kinney is now our Church Administrator 

reporting to the Board Chairman. All matters pertain-

ing to administration will be directed to LuAnn. Lu-

Annôs previous position as Executive Communica-

tions Director for the Chapel has been incorporated 

into her new position, eliminating the communica-

tions position. 

 

We are sure that LuAnn will do well in her new posi-

tion and we congratulate her on this promotion. 

We are pleased to report that Susan Benefield has 

been appointed to the position of Church Accountant. 

Susan will report to the Administrator on day to day 

matters and will liaison to the Treasurer on financial 

matters. Susan brings a wealth of experience in the 

accounting field, and will work on a part-time flexi-

ble schedule. 

 

This reorganization and personnel changes come 

about due to the resignation of Candice Peoples who 

has been Manager of Finance and Administration for 

the past 6 years. Candice has resigned in order to pur-

sue a new career. We wish Candice Godôs Speed as 

she embarks on this new endeavor. She will be 

missed. 

Menôs Ministry 
 

May 13th: Our Menôs Ministry meeting will be in 

the Chapel Hall from 0900-1030. We will review our 

action items and have the opportunity to hear Rev. 

Richard Payne share his experience as a NASCAR 

Chaplain. Richard works for the RCRacing Team 

(Richard Childress). Rev. Payne is the only active 

NASCAR Chaplain on the circuit.  We will have cof-

fee and donuts for you! 

 

May 18th: Menôs Fellowship Breakfast at the Pine-

Crest Inn from 0815 ï 09:30. Please bring a TVC 

brother or a friend. We will have a 15-minute devo-

tional period and hear a sharing. Cost is $13 person 

and includes tax and gratuity. Beginning in June, we 

will start earlier, from 0715-0830. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Memorial Day Service (May 28)  

-- Remembering Those Who 
Have Died  

 

In keeping with our tradition, The Village Chapel will 

honor those members of our church who served in the 

military, but have since passed away. A special presen-

tation will be shown at all three services on Sunday, 

May 28. We invite family members to submit photos 

(originals or electronic copies) to Heather at The Chap-

el office (Heather@tvcpinehurst.com) of those they 

wish to be remembered and honored for their service. 

Originals will be returned to their owners. Along with 

the photos (preferably in uniform) should be the de-

ceased memberôs name, branch of military service, pe-

riod of military service, and highest grade attained. The 

families of Chapel members who served in the armed 
forces of US allies are encouraged to participate.  

 

There is no need to resubmit photos that are currently 

on file unless the family member wishes to do so. If 

there are any questions, please contact Don Goulet 

(246-0077 or dgoulet002@nc.rr.com) or Jack Raffaele 

(295-3031 or jackraffusa@gmail.com). To meet prep-

aration schedules, submissions must be received no 

later than May 17. 

mailto:Heather@tvcpinehurst.com
mailto:dgoulet002@nc.rr.com
mailto:jackraffusa@gmail.com)
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The Village Chapel Music Series 

Presents 

 

The Village Chapel Choir 
 

in concert 

 

Ralph Vaughan Williams: Five Mystical Songs 

and assorted hymns and spirituals 

 

Sunday, May 21, 4:00pm 
 

Eric Loftin, baritone 

Anne Dorsey, guest conductor 

Stephen Gourley, Director of Music 
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