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Praying for Wisdom in 2018 
 

Some of you may know that my 

son was appointed by the Governor 

of Missouri last November to the 

position of circuit judge in Colum-

bia, MO, as the youngest circuit 

judge (age 34) in that state. Hoping 

to give him some helpful advice (as 

parents are inclined to do) - but 

having never practiced criminal law 

myself - I nevertheless suggested that the most difficult 

decision he’ll ever make in a criminal trial, is whether 

to admit into evidence testimony that may be prejudicial 

to the defendant. To make a ruling on what might deter-

mine the outcome of the trial - knowing the effect of 

“questionable” evidence on a jury - is a heavy responsi-

bility for anyone in the seat of judgement. I told him 

that in such situations, it’s then you need to pray for the 

wisdom of Solomon - granted by the Holy Spirit - to 

decide whether to admit such testimony into evidence 

and the jury's purview. 

As we begin a new year - remembering our duty to hon-

or God who has brought us this far in our spiritual jour-

neys, and to honor those who have gone before us - let 

us resolve to invoke every day this year, the guidance of 

the Holy Spirit, to instruct and inform the decisions we 

must make; each decision a defining determination of 

who we are - as children of God, and examples of 

Christ's saving grace - to a world on trial, every day 

awaiting a final judgement. 

May the love of God, the grace of Christ, and the wis-

dom of the Holy Spirit awaken our souls to the chal-

lenges of this new year! 

 

 

Pastor John

The Village Chapel Visits the Holy Land 

Having an opportunity to visit the Holy Land is a 

once-in-a-lifetime Christian pilgrimage! The experi-

ence of visiting places where Jesus walked, lived, 

taught, and performed miracles, would bring the bib-

lical text to life in a uniquely memorable way. Taking 

such a trip with Chapel members and friends would 

be extra special.  
 

Well, that bucket-list dream has become a reality for 

18 congregants of the Chapel. Pastor Ashley and 

Vickie Smith, along with 16 others, are on a 10-day 

trip to Israel. The group leaves Tuesday, January 2, 

2018, and returns Thursday, January 11. Throughout 

their time in Israel, they will be immersed in the reli-

gious, historical, archeological, and cultural life on 

ancient Israel. Places they plan to visit are: Caesarea, 

Megiddo, Galilee, Nazareth, Cana, Tiberias, Sea of 

Galilee, Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, Caesarea 

Phillipi, Jordan River, Jordan Valley, Jerusalem, Mt. 

of Olives, Bethlehem, Masada, Dead Sea, Ein Gedi, 

Qumran, Western "Wailing" Wall, Temple Mount, 

and Golgotha. 
 

Pastor Ashley and Vickie plan to lead more groups to 

Israel in the future, so others interested in going will 

have the opportunity to go, or go back again, soon.  

Please pray for their safe travel and for spiritually en-

riching experiences for all. Participants you can be 

praying for are: Pastor Ashley and Vickie Smith, Abi-

gail Smith, Sarah Smith, Betsy Jacobs, Elizabeth Ja-

cobs, Carole Southon, Judith Boyer, Jeff & Ruth 

Holm, Jim & Julie Huggins, Esther Acker, Cecil ten 

Braak, Roy Longtha, and Helen Neill. 
 

Praying for the Peace of Jerusalem (Psa. 122:6), 

Pastor Ashley Smith 
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Outreach Missions for 2017 
 

The recipients of your outreach mission dollars for 2017 are 

listed below. Also noted are The Village Chapel members 

who serve as liaisons to the respective organizations. Please 

contact them for information on how you can be directly 

involved in support of your favorite nonprofit. All organiza-

tions listed have tremendous volunteer opportunities. Thank 

you for your generous financial support of these very wor-

thy entities who, everyday, show God’s love in action in our 

local, state, and world wide community.  

 

Dan Joslin, Chair 

 

Habitat for Humanity  www.sandhillshabitat.org    

 Ann Torok, Susan Joslin 
 

Boys & Girls Club  www.sandhillsbgc.org 

 Jim Obi, Dan Joslin 
 

Meals on Wheels   rklistrom@yahoo.com 

 Esther Acker 
 

Sandhills Coalition   barrett@sandhillscoalition.org 

 Esther Acker 
 

Moore Free Clinic    tprice@morefreecare.org 

 Dan Joslin, Jim Obi 
 

Family Promise   susan.familypromise@gmail.com 

 Esther Acker, Vickie Taylor 
 

Young Life   www.sandhills.younglife.org 

 Don and Vickie Taylor 
 

Teen Challenge   sandhillstc.org 

 Bob Esselman, Dan Joslin 
 

NC Home for Boys and Girls   boysandgirlshome.org 

 Dan and Susan Joslin 
 

Sandhills Childrens Center   mcgayle@sandhillscenter.org 

    Ellen Woodard, Susan Joslin 
 

Christian Aid Mission   melynda@christianaid.org 

 Doug and Amita Sherwood 
 

Wycliff Bible Translations   

 www.wycliffe.org/partner/ipw1990 

 Doug Sherwood, Dan Joslin 
 

SAT-7  sat7usa.org 

 Doug and Amita Sherwood 
 

TWR   www.twr.org 

 Doug and Amita Sherwood 

 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE ANNUAL 

REPORT 

YEAR ENDING 12-31-17 
 

The Membership Committee is pleased to report on the 

progress of the growth of TVC membership during the 

past year. Although we continue to see some decline in 

our long term members due to death, relocation and 

other reasons, the influx of new members joining dur-

ing 2017 exceeded our expectations. At year end, we 

have had 41 new members join and our Regular Visi-

tors category has increased by 37. These numbers do 

not include children and youth under the age of 18, 

which, by the way, now total 74. So, as you can see, 

2017 has been a good year for our Chapel. 

 

However, we cannot rest on our laurels and must move 

forward with new ideas to help our church continue to 

grow. It has long been said that Pinehurst is a 

“retirement community”, but that is no longer the case.  

Recent census reports show that over the last 13 years, 

the average age for this area has dropped from 62 to 47!  

This means we are seeing younger families and profes-

sionals moving to our area. In fact, the area population 

is growing at the rate of 1-1/2 % per year.  This means 

we must change our way of thinking when it comes to 

providing services and outreach in order to attract this 

new generation called “Millennials”. 

 

Millennials are the largest generation in history num-

bering more than 78 million in the U.S. alone. Age 

range for this generation is 17 to 37 years old. No doubt 

they are shaping local congregations today and have 

specific ideas about their worship venues. The Mem-

bership Committee is studying this group of worshipers 

and will provide a report later this year on how we can 

best prepare for this new generation as they will no 

doubt impact churches for years to come. 

 

The Membership Committee meets on the 2nd Tuesday 

of each month at 1:30 pm. Committee members include 

Pastors John, Ashley and Ed, John Rowerdink, Jim 

Obi, Richard Ballard, Roy Longhta, Sally Brown, Es-

ther Acker, Heather our Membership Statistics person, 

and Shirley Nelson, Chair. If you are interested in join-

ing this committee, please let us know. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Shirley Nelson, Chairperson 
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The Village Chapel Radio Ministry  
            

The Village Chapel’s Radio Ministry, born in 2002 from the inspiration and determination of Ray Barnes, was 

created to spread the Word of God by producing a weekly 30-minute radio program on a minimal budget.  

February 10, 2018, will be the sixteenth anniversary of the first Village Chapel radio broadcast.  
 

Each Sunday a radio program of elements of the previous Sunday’s 11:00am worship service is broadcast at 

8:00 am on WIOZ AM (550), and at 8:30 am on WLHC FM (103.1).  The Radio Ministry also provides the 

radio broadcast audio files to The Village Chapel website, www.thevillagechapel.com. Here in the Media  

section recent 11:00am broadcasts and recordings of 9:30 services are available for listening. CD’s of the 

11:00am service are provided for distribution free to our home-bound members, and CD’s of these  

programs are also available to our membership at a nominal charge. Upon request, the Radio Ministry records 

and edits wedding, funeral and memorial services. 
 

In addition to the radio broadcasts, our 9:30 and 11:00am services are now videotaped by Chuck Sauls and can 

be live-streamed or viewed at a later date by clicking the “YouTube” icon on our website. 
 

The entire 11:00 service is recorded every Sunday, and the committee members take turns preparing the next 

Sunday’s broadcast at home on their personal computers or at the Radio Ministry office in the Care Cottage. 

The 60 to 70-minute service is edited and, after pre-recorded announcements are inserted, fine-tuned to fit the 

allowed airtime (29 minutes, 35 to 45 seconds). The resulting program is electronically transferred to WIOZ 

and WLHC to air the following Sunday. 
 

WIOZ broadcasts with 1,000 watts covering the Sandhills area within a roughly 30-mile radius from its tower 

in Pinehurst. WLHC broadcasts with 6,000 watts from its transmitter, located north of Carthage, delivering a 

high-quality signal to an area including Chatham, Cumberland, Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Montgomery, Moore,  

Randolph, Richmond, Scotland and Wake counties. This enables us to reach out to thousands of listeners be-

yond the immediate Sandhills area. 
 

There are loyal listeners in our congregation and community, some of whom say they regularly listen to our 

program on both stations. Especially appreciative comments are received from the home-bound, and we often 

receive positive comments from listeners outside The Village Chapel. 
 

Bill Matthews was Committee Chairman until his retirement in 2016 when Don Goulet took this position.  

Chapel member Emerson Cole of WIOZ was the original announcer until his death in 2012 after which time 

announcements were recorded by Roy Longhta. Current committee members are: Bill Tomasetti, Chairman; 

Ray Barnes; Fred Fox; Bill Matthews; and Jack Raffaele.  
 

Additional volunteers are welcomed. If you have audio editing experience, computer skills and/or just a strong 

interest in these activities – please contact Bill Tomasetti or any committee member for more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Bill Tomasetti                  Ray Barnes             Fred Fox                  Bill Matthews             Jack Raffaele 
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Meet Colonel Nelson Neil,  

United States Air Force (retired) 
 

One of the hymns we sing proclaims “Once to every man 

and nation comes the moment to decide …..Then it is the 

brave man chooses, while the coward stands aside.”  

Sir Walter Scott in his poem Lay of the Last Minstrel asks: 

Breathes there the man, with soul so dead,  

Who never to himself has said,  

This is my own, my native land!”  

Whether Nelson Neil may have been inspired by these  

paeans to loyalty, patriotism and selflessness, we do not 

know. But what we do understand is that it is men like  

Nelson Neil who, by their actions and character inspire the 

poets. 
 

They were soldiers, they were warriors, they were heroes, 

the greatest generation. Nelson Neil, known to his com-

rades in arms as Nellie, was among them. This is the story 

of one of our congregation who decided and chose to be on 

the side of good; to stand for peace, honor, justice and 

country. And God. 
 

This is his story. 
 

Nelson Neil was born in the small town 

of Derry, Pennsylvania not far from 

Latrobe (made famous by Arnold Palm-

er and Rolling Rock beer). As he ap-

proached his eighteenth birthday and 

graduation in 1943, he got a call from 

the local draft board laying out his op-

tions, one of which was going into the 

army. One of his mentors, Charlie Car-

roll, advised Nelson to go see a recruit-

er friend of his in Greensburg, PA. He 

did, and it was a life changing visit.  
 

Nelson already had a predilection for flying. He had logged 

“a little stick time” at the local airfield when he was just 16 

years old. The recruiter arranged for him to take a battery 

of tests for the Army Air Corps, which he passed with col-

ors. Two weeks later, he was on his way to Pittsburgh to 

board a troop train. He was sent “down South” for three 

months of boot camp before reporting to the Eastern Flying 

Command in Nashville, where he was informed that no 

more pilots were needed - only navigators, gunners and 

bombardiers. But he got lucky and was one of three in his 

class selected for flight training to replace washouts. 

Flying a PT-17 Bi-plane, Nelson did his first solo flight at 

the ripe old age of 18. He later trained on B-25s (the plane 

used in the famous Doolittle raid over Tokyo in April 

1942) and the B-24 long range bomber.  
 

In 1945, still a flight officer but not yet commissioned, Nel-

son was placed in the active reserve so he could return to 

school. He finished high school, enrolled at the University 

of Pittsburgh and was commissioned as a First Lieutenant 

in the United States Air Force in 1946. Nelson was called 

back to active duty in 1950, learned to fly the C-119 

(Flying Boxcar) and was soon on his way to Korea. From 

Ashia, Japan, Nelson flew 30 mission into Korea, primarily 

supplying forward bases where SeaBees had laid out 1600 

foot long metal runways cut out of the mountain forests. 

His C-119 carried just about everything from ammunition 

to bridges and tanks.  
 

Nelson has a million stories but one of his favorites is about 

the time he was approaching a landing zone in Korea in 

1951 when he was asked to stay aloft until they could re-

cover a severely damaged jet fighter coming in for a crash 

landing - and no foam available. Nelson watched with 

amazement as the jet landed on its fuselage without diffi-

culty and the pilot nonchalantly pulled his kit out of the 

cockpit and strolled away with aplomb. It was Ted Wil-

liams, the ace left fielder for the Boston Red Sox and ace 

Marine pilot. 
 

After 13 months flying missions to Korea, Nelson served in 

a variety of commands, including Assistant Professor of 

Air Science at the University of Wyoming and the Alaskan 

Air Command. He had decided to make the Air Force his 

career. In early 1968, Neil and his squadron were assigned 

to Okinawa, Japan for temporary duty where he flew 67 

support missions to South Vietnam. 
  

In 1970, Lt. Col. Neil was appointed Commander of the 

36th Tactical Airlift Squadron. Many years before, in 1948, 

the Soviet Union attempted to force the Americans out of 

Berlin by closing the corridors connecting Berlin with the 

American, British and French sectors of Germany. Against 

all odds, the famous Berlin Airlift forced the Soviets’ hand 

and they had to back down. Still when Nelson moved his 

squadron of C-130s to Rhine Main in 1970, air support for 

Berlin through the air corridors was still critical to provid-

ing adequate support for US military forces there. Russian 

fighters still buzzed and challenged the US aircraft transit-

ing the corridors but Nelson and his squadron fulfilled their 

mission with distinction. In Nelson’ words, “the Berlin Air-

lift was the greatest diplomatic action in history. It staved 

off World War Three, kicked off the Marshall Plan. What 

would have happened if the airlift had failed?” 
 

In 1972, Colonel Neil returned to the Vietnam theater for 

the third time. Based in Ubon, Thailand, for 12 months, 

Neil flew mostly night time missions against the Viet Cong 

supply lines, this time with his C-130 outfitted as a gun 

ship. He helped uncover the Viet Cong’s use of elephants 

to transport men and material along the infamous Ho Chi 

Minh Trail, itself another unique story. He also was in-

volved in the extension of action into Cambodia, where 

again his initiatives helped interrupt the flow of material 

through Cambodia to Viet Cong troops, now fighting in 

South Vietnam. 
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 Farewells 

In December, the Village Chapel 

lost yet another of her heroes. Al-

bert Charles “Gus” Leader passed 

away on December 16, 2017 at the 

First Health Hospice House in Pine-

hurst after a long fight against Alz-

heimer’s and its complications. 

Gus was a dedicated member of the 

Village Chapel, usually attending 

the 8:15 service. He had that rare 

common touch that belied his very uncommon service to 

the United States of America.  

Gus was born on April 6,1941 in Detroit, Michigan and his 

leadership abilities were apparent from a very early age. 

While attending the Culver Military Academy in northern 

Indiana, Gus marched in the inaugural parade of President 

Eisenhower with the Black Horse Troop. Years later, he 

would still recall that as a signal honor in his life. He was 

also captain of his high school football team. After he grad-

uated from Culver, he attended the University of Michigan 

where he again played on the football team. 

After graduation from the University of Michigan, Gus 

joined the United States Marine Corps. His photograph of 

that time, in his dress uniform and holding his sword, re-

flects the determination and pride that were the hallmarks 

of his service. Gus was proud of his service as a Marine 

Corp pilot but he would not have been the one to tell you 

that he earned three Distinguished Flying Crosses while 

flying A-6 aircraft in Vietnam.  

After his service in the Marines, Gus earned his law degree 

from the University of Miami Law School. Later, he prac-

ticed law with the firm of Wilson, Portnoy Leader, Pidgeon 

and Roth until his retirement. After settling down in Pine-

hurst, Gus established a reputation of service and was ad-

mired by his friends as a kind, loyal and caring friend. A 

member of the Village Chapel remembered Gus on his 

hands and knees planting flowers on the Chapel grounds. 

Gus was also instrumental in the dedication of the George 

Marshall Park and served as Chairman of the Board for 

Prancing Horse for Therapeutic Horsemanship. Like the 

leaders he admired, Gus Leader never called attention to 

himself. 

The Village Chapel has been the spiritual home for many 

brave men who defended our country and their service to 

God and country is honored by all of us. Thanks, Gus for 

your service.       

This distinguished and inspiring career ended in 1975, 

when Colonel Neil, after 32 years of service, hung up his 

spurs and returned to civilian life and a well earned re-

tirement. But, of course, he didn’t retire. He went into 

real estate, learned to fly a jet and earned a commercial 

instructor's license from the FAA. He had become famil-

iar with the Pinehurst/ Southern Pines area while sta-

tioned at Fr. Bragg and Pope AF Base so he naturally 

gravitated to the area after retiring from the Air Force. 

After he and his wife had settled down, they started com-

ing to the Village Chapel and became members in 1985. 

His wife, Jean, passed away in 1999. 
 

We feel fortunate that this man, still vital and active at 92 

years of age, has remained with the Village Chapel. He 

serves as an usher, always, as his life story reflects, pre-

pared to serve others. We salute you, Nelson Neil, and 

thank you for your inestimable service to God and our 

country. 

KUDOS 
 

A giant sized platinum KUDOS for Lori Valentinas and 

her merry band of elves for the hugely successful Angel 

Tree program. There were more than 300 people whose 

Christmas was merrier and brighter due to the wonderful 

work of Lori’s legions. 

 

KUDOS also to Jim Voelkel, Guy Veni and Jeff Holm 

who completed their terms as trustees at the end of  

December. Serving as a trustee of the Chapel is both a 

privilege and serious responsibility requiring time, effort 

and commitment. Our profound appreciation for their ded-

icated service. 

 

And while we’re at it, KUDOS and warm congratulations 

to the newly elected Board of Trustees - John Rowerdink, 

Amita Sherwood, Carole Southon, and Dee Park, who was 

elected to complete an unfinished term. We wish them 

wisdom, patience and resolve as they assume responsibili-

ties of great importance as leaders in our beloved Chapel.   

 

Again, a big KUDOS for Stephen Gourley and the choir 

for the outstanding music presented on Sunday, December 

17 with the Moore County Brass. Wonderful. 



January Birthdays 
1    Gary Gearhart 

      Jerry Slade 

      Malcolm Ware 

      Alice Schalz 

      Larry Martin 

      Shirlene Bremer 

      Charlie Abner 

2    Freida Powers 

      Charlie Roberts 

3    Hannah Smith 

      Ian Woodruff 

      Katie Woodruff 

4    Christine Warren 

      Amita Sherwood 

5    Edna Devansky 

      LuAnn Schneider 

6    Ted Williams 

      Laura Goodman 

9    Lindsey Lashmit 

10  Joan Mohr 

      Martha Romero 

      Teresa Graham 

11   Jane Leonard 

12   Sara Woodruff 

       Robert Adams 

13   Janis Sholtis 

       Jonathan  

         Newman 

14   Jim Busby 

       Joyce Bauman 

15   Bill Matthews 

       Zoe Wall 

       Mary Jo Matthies 

       John Curtis Anaya 

       Devina Sherwood 

16   Preston Ross 

17   Sam Clay 

18   Richard Schalz 

19   Judith Sherer  

20   Diane Tate 

       Sherry Wood 

      Olivia Newman 

      Ellen Brown 

      Ellisa Granata 

22   Al Mangum 

       Alex Grimshaw 

       Franz Robinson 

       Pamela Bradley 

23  Juanita Williford 

        Bill Wetmore 

        Susan Culp 

24    Jack White 

25    Ralph Newman 

        Dan Joslin 

        Lee Carbaugh 

26    Harriet Neely 

28    Liz Skvarla 

29    Pat Vickers 

        Ryan Walsh 

        Nathalie Scott      

        Charles Meyer 

30    Walter Bull 

        Dick Haefele 

3   Charlie and Lyn Roberts 

8    Gene and Jill Bonacci 

9    Al and Edie Ashdown 

10  Rich and Cricket Cowell 

18  Tim and Lesley Woodruff 

23  Henry and Louise Weiss 

26  Gary and Nancy Strickfaden 

30  Charles and Diana Meyer 

Please contact the office if your birthday or  

anniversary information is incorrect, or if you need 

to be added to the list. 
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Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-

based preventive health screenings, is pleased to offer a 

preventive health event at The Village Chapel on 

2/5/2018.  Five screenings will be offered that scan for 

potential health problems related to: blocked arteries 

which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic an-

eurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of 

the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart 

disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is 

closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone density screening, 

for men and women, used to assess the risk of osteoporo-

sis. Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 

vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 

($139 with our member discount). All five screenings 

take 60-90 minutes to complete.  There are three ways to 

register for this event and to receive a $10 discount off 

any package priced above $129, please call toll-free  

1-888-653-6441 or visit http://lifelinescreening.com/

communitycircle or text the word “circle” to 797979.  

Thank you Carolers for spreading  

Christmas cheer to our  

congregation and community! 

 

“No one is useless in this world who  

lightens the burdens of another.” 

 

-Charles Dickens 
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Women’s Christmas BrunCh 

Thank you to all who helped make 

the 2017 Angel Tree event a 

huge success! The Village Chapel 

was able to bless so many people 

through this ministry. 
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The Women’s Discussion Group 
 

The book’s title, 25 Books Every Christian 

Should Read, intrigues any thoughtful reader 

who claims the Christian faith. For the Janu-

ary meeting of The Women’s Discussion 

Group, we will look at the book’s entry about 

The Return of the Prodigal Son written by 

Henri J. M. Nouwen. The selection recaps 

Nouwen’s book, offers excerpts, and explains 

why the title is considered essential for the 

must-read list.  
 

All women are invited to join the discussion 

on Thursday morning, January 11 at 10:00am 

in The Village Chapel Choir Room. Copies of 

the reading are located in the rack outside the 

office of Heather Dunn.  

For further information: Nelda Cockman 

nrc67@icloud.com 

Cross Ties 

January 9, 2018 
 

Heartwood Grill and Greens at Longleaf 
 

Lunch 

Chicken Crepes 

 with a parmesan cream sauce 

Herb Roasted Red Bliss Potatoes 

Grilled Zucchini and Yellow Squash 

Dessert 

Cupcakes 

 

Please make your reservations with  

Freida Powers (freidasr@embarqmail.com or 235-9284) 

by Friday, January 5 at noon. 


