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Jesus and Timing 
 

During this Easter season through 

Trinity Sunday (May 27th), our Gos-

pel readings for Sunday will come 

from John’s Gospel, even though 

during this church year our Gospel 

readings are primarily from Mark. In 

John’s Gospel more than the other 

three, we see Jesus having an un-

shakeable acceptance and under-

standing of his identity as God incar-

nate, sent from Heaven so that the world through him 

might be saved. On every page of John’s Gospel, Jesus 

is transfigured as the Word made flesh. This raises con-

fusion for many, however, as to how his humanity was 

revealed at the same time. How can one be of two na-

tures simultaneously? 

 

First, we know the humanity in Jesus is fully evident, 

precisely because whenever there is an epiphany, such 

as a miracle - the witnesses are nearly always aston-

ished when reminded that Jesus is also divine. Next, 

although Jesus is fully aware of his incarnate nature, 

there seem to be aspects of his calling that are withheld 

from him at various times. At the ascension with his 

disciples, for example, he denies knowing the timing of 

his second coming. As for his crucifixion, Jesus knows 

that he must suffer before entering into glory; he knows 

that it will occur in Jerusalem and the Jewish religious 

establishment will be involved; but it doesn’t appear 

that he knows the exact timing as to when the crucifix-

ion will take place. Even so, it does appear that on occa-

sion, Jesus will receive a “queue” from God the Father - 

as when Philip tells Jesus that some Greeks want to 

meet him in John 12 - that is possibly intended to sus-

tain and guide him through his sacrificial ordeal.  

 

People often demanded that Jesus submit to human 

schedules, but he typically ignored such constants, as in 

John’s accounts of the miracle at Cana, and the raising 

of Lazarus. Instead of acting as his mother, Mary,  

May is Sunday School Teacher  

Recruitment Month 
Submitted by: Ashley Smith 

 

During the month of May, we will 

be actively recruiting Sunday 

School teachers who are willing to 

serve our children and youth stu-

dents by teaching Sunday School 

during the 9:30 Family service. 

There is no Sunday School class on 

the first and fifth Sundays of the 

month, nor on special Sundays like 

a combined service. You can serve as a lead teacher, 

or back up teacher when one of our lead teachers 

have to be away. You can serve as an assistant to a 

lead teacher, and even serve on a rotational basis. The 

term of service is at least one year-- from June to 

June. You will receive training and materials, and 

ongoing support. Please prayerfully consider serving 

in this way. There is nothing more important that 

teaching our children and youth about Christ and 

their glorious Christian heritage. If you would like 

more information, please contact Pastor Ashley at 

910-992-8308. 

 

The 8 Qualities of a Great Sunday School 

Teacher: 

1) A heart for God 

2) A love for people 

3) A passion for God’s Word 

4) A habit of praying 

5) A commitment to personal growth 

6) An ability to teach 

7) A willingness to prepare 

8) A dedication to the people they teach 
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The Women’s Discussion Group  

“Bridging the gap between knowing the Bi-

ble and living it, The Social Justice Bible 

Challenge is for those seeking to deeply en-

gage in scripture, and connect their compas-

sion to God's Word.”  Selections from the 

book by Rev Marek P. Zabriskie, rector of an 

Episcopal Church in Pennsylvania, will be 

the subject of conversation when the Wom-

en’s Discussion Group meets on Thursday 

morning, May 10th at ten o’clock in The Vil-

lage Chapel Choir Room.  Copies of the 

reading are located in the rack outside the 

office of Heather Dunn.  All women are in-

vited to attend. 

and Martha expect, Jesus waits for his “queue” to per-

form according to God’s will, and not ours. From a hu-

man perspective, Jesus may not have always been “on 

time,” but he was never late - never too late to remind 

us that God is always in control, and that our faith may 

be measured by our patient acceptance of God’s timing, 

to which Jesus was obedient, “that the world through 

him might be saved.”  

 

Pastor John  

Music Ministry Celebration Sunday 
Sunday, May 20, 10:00AM 

Join us as our adult and children’s choirs offer festive music celebrating the wonderful 
Music Ministry programs here at The Village Chapel 

A church wide luncheon will follow 
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Lori and Mark Serve the Church 

& the Community  
 

During the upcoming 

summer months, Lori 

and Mark Valentinas 

will not only be golfing 

and swimming, they 

will also be actively 

planning for their 

daughter’s wedding to 

be held at The Village Chapel on September 15.  

Their daughter Tori, age 27, is an interior designer 

who will marry Adam Munro.  She and her future 

husband reside in Greensboro.   

 Lori smilingly shared that her daughter and 

her fiancé met in their apartment complex just as 

she and Mark met in their apartment complex in 

Lisle, IL.  She has teasingly told her other daugh-

ter, Lexi, age 24, that she is probably going to 

meet “Mr. Right” in the parking lot of her apart-

ment complex. 

 Valentinas is a Lithuanian name.  Mark’s 

grandfather came to America with his parents 

when he was ten years old.  The family felt that 

they had to leave their homeland because Russia 

was taking over Baltic countries such as Lithua-

nia. 

 Lori and Mark have been married 30 years.  

Lori grew up in Decatur, Illinois.  She moved to 

Chicago after graduating from college.  Mark was 

born in Chicago.  He attended Catholic schools all 

the way through dental school.  Mark chose den-

tistry because he was exposed to the field at an 

early age.  His uncle was a dentist, and his cousin 

was an oral surgeon.   

 Mark worked as a full-time dentist in Na-

perville, IL, for 31 years.  Lori ran his dental of-

fice.  Mark is still working part-time as a dentist 

one to two days a week at a practice in Pinehurst. 

  Mark and Lori bought a condo in Pine-

hurst in 2000 to determine if they wanted to retire 

in the area. They liked Pinehurst because there 

were seasons, not such severe winters, and Mark 

likes to play golf.  Lori chuckles and says she 

takes a stab at golfing occasionally.  They 

moved permanently to Pinehurst in 2012.   

 Since Lori and Mark both like to cook, 

they built their retirement home “around the 

kitchen.”    Mark says that he worked part-time at 

an Italian restaurant for four years while he was in 

dental school.  He learned how to cook many Ital-

ian dishes. 

 Besides cooking, Lori likes gardening, 

sewing, and volunteering.  She participates in a 

garden club and enjoys water aerobics.  Once a 

week, Lori volunteers at her daughter Lexi’s first 

grade class in Ramseur, working with students on 

their reading skills.  She also likes to go on field 

trips with the class.   

 Besides cooking and playing golf, Mark 

likes to do outside work.  In April he started vol-

unteering with Habitat for Humanity building 

houses one day a week.  He says that it is fun, be-

cause he likes “being outside and pounding.”  He 

also shares, “Our family has been blessed, and it 

is a way to give back to the community.”     

 Mark and Lori joined The Village Chapel 

in 2012.  They wanted their family to attend 

church together and belong to a faith community 

where people of different faiths were accepted.  

They both found the church friendly and felt that 

the pastors John and Ashley complemented each 

other.  They like that the ministers’ sermons relate 

to real life situations. 

 Lori has provided strong leadership with 

the Women’s Ministry, serving as Chairperson for 

two years.  She has co-chaired on the Angel Tree 

project for two years after working on the com-

mittee for five years.  She helps with hospitality, 

the women’s tea and the Christmas brunch.  Mark 

says that he tries to support Lori in her ministries 

when he is needed, especially with hospitality. 

  According to Mark, “I believe in a Higher 

Being, and I try to live my life based on the Gold-

en Rule.”  Lori stresses that her Christian faith is 

her foundation and guidance in everyday life.  

Mark and Lori say that they feel blessed that The 

Village Chapel reinforces the community of the 

church, the belonging and sharing of their faith 

with others.  
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Easter Egg Hunt 2018 
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National Day of Prayer 2018 

The Village Chapel is joining with the Nation-

al Day of Prayer 2018 in praying  for Unity in 

the Church and in America. Join in praying 

every day for prayer needs they have sent out, 

which are printed below.  Please share this 

with others and invite them to pray also. 

Plan to attend The Village Chapel’s National Day 

of Prayer Observances, Wednesday, May 2, 5:45 

p.m. and Thursday, May 3 Service at 10:00 a.m. 

1. Pray  for the security of our nation, schools, 

churches, and all public venues. 
 

      “The one who lives under the protection of the 

Most High dwells in the  shadow of  the Al-

mighty.”  Psalm 91:1  

Almighty God, protect our schools, churches 

and all public venues in our nation; comfort all 

who have lost loved ones in recent tragedies in 

America; move upon the President and his 

Cabinet, members of Congress, state Gover-

nors and legislators, and local leaders to work 

together to make our schools safe; restrain all 

evil and secure our nation from all external 

and internal enemies; move America to pursue 

You again and live under the protection of the 

Most High God.  

2. Pray for unity among people of all  people 

(ethnicities) (cultures) in America. 

 

“All of you live in harmony with one another; 

be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compas-

sionate and humble.” 1 Peter 3:8 

      “Make every effort to live in peace with all           

men.” Hebrews 12:14a 

 Heavenly Father, help us stand as one people 

against all divisiveness, denouncing it as sin 

and not God’s will; raise up men and women 

who will take actions to advance unity in 

America. 

3. Pray for God to move mightily in all prayer 

observances on the National Day of Pray-

er,  Thursday, May 3, 2018. 
 “They all were continually united in pray-

er.” Acts1:14 

“When the day of Pentecost had arrived, 

they were all together in one place.” Acts 

2:1 

God, move upon all churches, ministries, 

and generations to participate in obser-

vances for the National Day of Prayer; may 

all leaders of schools, government, busi-

nesses, and communities in America create 

thousands of gatherings to pray for unity in 

America; may all media outlets and social 

networks do all they can to forward Na-

tional Day of Prayer gatherings in their re-

gion and the Observance from Statuary 

Hall in the Capitol Building, Washington, 

D.C., May 3, 7:30-9:30 p.m., EST. 

 

 

Here at The Village Chapel, we seek for 

our community to partner in prayer for 

our nation.  Invite friends and neighbors 

to be part of these events. 

 Wednesday, May 2, Come  hear  about 

the importance of prayer in our personal 

life, and for our community and nation. 

Dinner at 5:45 and speaker at 6:30 

p.m.   Call the church office to make a 

dinner reservation, 295-2234. 

 Thursday, May 3, 10 a.m.  Join in the 

Observance of the National Day of Pray-

er Service at The Village Chapel, with 

special prayers, scripture and music for 

the occasion. 
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Report on the Village Chapel Foundation 
 

 

Background 
Over the years, beginning in 1956, members and friends of The Village Chapel have made generous endowment fund 

contributions to the Chapel. Some of the funds were restricted for a certain use, such as Christian education, music min-

istry, etc., while other contributions were unrestricted. In all cases, the funds were intended to be used for the benefit of 

The Village Chapel. 
 

The funds have been invested to provide income to The Chapel in accordance with the donors’ wishes. Over the years, 

this has been a tremendous blessing to The Chapel, especially in times of financial stress. Even while providing this fi-

nancial assistance to our church, the funds in the Foundation have grown to the point where the current balance is signif-

icantly more than the original, historic value. 
 

In 1994, the various endowment funds were consolidated into a single investment vehicle and established as The Village 

Chapel Foundation, which is a separate corporation from The Village Chapel.  Bylaws were established to govern the 

Foundation. The bylaws also establish a Foundation Committee, which consists of up to nine members of The Village 

Chapel, who are not on the Village Chapel Board. This committee was established to implement methods for receiving 

more donations and to make recommendations to the board for the management of the funds. 
 

The bylaws establish a Village Chapel Foundation Board of Trustees, which has overall responsibility for managing the 

Foundation. The Foundation Board of Trustees consists of the elected Board of Trustees of The Village Chapel, the Sen-

ior Pastor, and the Village Chapel Treasurer, plus the Foundation Committee President.  

In recent years, the Foundation Trustees and the Foundation Committee have chosen to have the funds professionally 

managed by the Trust Company of the South. 
 

Current Situation 

Over the last few years, The Village Chapel Board of Trustees and the Foundation Board of Trustees have considered 

whether it may be advisable to have the two boards consist of different individuals rather the same ones, as currently 

called for in the Foundation bylaws. Among the reasons for doing this is a concern that if The Village Chapel were to be 

sued, the Foundation funds might be vulnerable. 
 

Legal counsel was sought by the Foundation Board at the end of 2017 to provide a legal interpretation of our vulnerabil-

ity and a recommendation. In early 2018 we were advised that staffing the two boards with different individuals would 

not provide much, if any, extra protection in the event of a law suit. Nonetheless, he suggested that staffing the two 

boards with essentially the same people could be perceived as a potential conflict of interest, wherein the interests of the 

Foundation and The Chapel might differ. Although he recommended that we consider staffing the boards with different 

people, he indicated that, to date, all board decisions for the Foundation seem to be prudent and without a conflict of 

interest. 
 

Decision by the Foundation Board of Trustees 
In its recent meeting, the Foundation Board decided not to adopt this recommendation and instead voted to retain the 

current Foundation structure and the current bylaws. The Board’s reasons for this decision are summarized as follows: 

• Legal counsel acknowledged that separating the boards would not provide added protection in the event of a 

lawsuit. If a suit were filed, an attempt would be made to attach Foundation funds whether the boards consist-

ed of the same people or different people. 

• The current structure has worked well for its entire existence, so didn’t seem to need fixing.  

• It was felt that further separating the two boards and staffing them with different people could create the po-

tential for conflict within our church. The Village Chapel Board of Trustees is elected to manage the business 

activities of The Chapel, which, by necessity, includes using the Foundation funds as the donors intended. 

Having a completely separate Foundation Board could create a very unwieldy situation and result in conflict 

between the two Boards. 

• Board members did not believe the potential conflict of interest issue raised by legal counsel is a serious con-

cern. The Foundation Bylaws provide that “the purpose of the Foundation shall be to support the programs of 

The Village Chapel and ministries”. Thus, there is no conflict. The Foundation funds are used as the donors 

intended. 

The Foundation Board is considering some revisions of the bylaws to address these and other issues, and will do so 

shortly. You will be advised as soon as these are made. 

 

Polk Dillon 

Chairman of The Village Chapel Board of Trustees 
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Sandhills Farm to Table 
 

“We’re All in this Together” is one of the guiding principles of our Moore County food cooperative. Sandhills 

Farm 2 Table (SF2T), which is beginning its ninth year in our area and at The Village Chapel distribution 

site, on April 18. Since its inception, Moore county farmers and the SF2T membership have been equal part-

ners, planning and working together to provide and enjoy the freshest possible fruits and vegetables at a cost 

comparable to grocery stores. An SF2T goal is to keep Moore county farmland in the hands of farm families, 

thus ensuring the future of our local food supply. 
 

In 2017, our SF2T membership exceeded 1,500 area households and $500,000 in revenue within Moore coun-

ty. One important factor is that 85% or more of this sum is returned to the local farmer, in contrast to 15% or 

less being returned to the growers when food is handled through grocery stores. As an example of the co-op’s 

emphasis on service to all our community, SF2T donated over three tons (6,000 lbs) of extra produce in 2016 

to low-income Moore county families. 
 

Yearly membership to SF2T programs is available on-line at www.SandhillsFarm2Table.com; the website ex-

plains the subscription process for the 18-week spring/summer delivery season, and the various choices availa-

ble among the different produce boxes. A Fall season will begin in September and continue through Novem-

ber, with similar arrangements. You can choose to receive a produce box weekly, bi-weekly, or on request. 

There are many options! Questions about this new program and SF2T? Please contact Ann McAllister, The 

Village Chapel’s volunteer site coordinator, at (910) 295-7111 or at annpmca@gmail.com. We encourage all 

Chapel households to join SF2T and enjoy the convenience of produce distribution in the Chapel’s Atrium 

each Wednesday, from 12:00p.m. to 2:00p.m. You will be healthier, for sure, as well as providing a service to 

your local community. 
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Carolyn Crouse Register was wom-

an of substance. We mourn her loss 

but treasure her life. A native North 

Carolinian, Carolyn was born on 

May 16, 1933 in Davidson County 

where she grew up on a dairy farm 

amid extended family, including 

her sister, Nancy. At the time of her death on March 4, 

she and her husband, Roy, had been married for 43 

years, the last 29 spent here in Pinehurst. 
 

Carolyn was one of those individuals you don’t ever 

forget, strong of character but gentle of nature. She 

learned valuable lessons early in life which she put to 

practice wherever she was. She was an early member 

of the 4-H Club, which has as its credo “Head, Heart, 

Hands and Health”. Obviously very industrious, Car-

olyn graduated from University of North Carolina, 

Greensboro in 1954 and immediately began working 

as a 4-H agent in Guilford County. She spent 30 years 

with the North Carolina extension service, earning nu-

merous national, state and local awards for her work. 

Carolyn retired in 1988 after serving as regional direc-

tor of the Extension Service and associate professor at 

North Carolina State University. 
 

Service was part of Carolyn’s DNA and she continued 

to serve others when she and Roy moved to Pinehurst. 

She chaired the Kitchens and Moore Home Tours for 

years, raising thousands of dollars for local charities. 

One of her passions was the Boys and Girls Homes of 

North Carolina. She served on that organization’s 

board of directors for which she organized golf tourna-

ments and luncheons to benefit its work. She was de-

scribed by her friends and admirers as someone you 

cannot say “No” to and she used that capability to 

raise money for good causes. She never lost her inter-

est in and love for the 4-H program and,, fittingly, she 

was named to the North Carolina  Extension Hall of 

Fame in 2013. It was an appropriate crowning recog-

nition to a life of service.  
 

She was a member of the Village Chapel for many 

years and served on a variety of committees before her 

activities were curtailed with the onset of Alzheimer’s. 

We honor her memory and contributions and are com-

forted to know she is secure in the arms of her Savior. 

Farewell, Carolyn.  

Sadly, The Village Chapel lost an-

other of its longstanding and devot-

ed members in March. Jim Aaron, 

who was a faithful and devoted 

servant of the church, passed away 

on March 29 at FirstHealth Moore 

Regional Hospital. Jim and his wife, 

Luan, were fixtures at the 9:30 ser-

vice for many years. 
 

Born James Rowland Aaron, II on April 22, 1930 in 

Norristown, PA, he was the only son of James R. 

Aaron Sr and his wife, Helen. Jim was educated at 

schools in Manasquan, New Jersey and was honora-

bly discharged from the military in 1957. 
 

Jim Aaron was president of Arnoa, Inc, a casualty 

insurance engineering firm until he retired to Pine-

hurst in 1986. Retirement did not mean no longer in 

service. Jim became a member of the Village Chapel 

and involved himself in a variety of community ser-

vice organizations. He worked as a volunteer at First 

Health Hospice, the Food Bank and the Coalition 

and for eighteen years faithfully worked with Meals 

on Wheels of the Sandhills. Donations in his 

memory may be made to Meals on Wheels of the 

Sandhills at 500 E. Rhode Island Ave., Southern 

Pines, NC 28387. Jim is survived by his wife, Luan, 

two sons and three grandchildren. 
 

We will miss Jim at the Chapel - his devotion and 

faithfulness - and we are deeply grateful for his life 

of service and his loyal devotion to the Village 

Chapel. He is now at rest with his Lord and Savior. 

Amen. 

Farewells 
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 Birthdays 

Kudos Corner 
We believe that events special held at the Chapel serve to enhance The Village Chapel image 

in the area - like the Rotary Club pancake breakfast, the annual Sandhills Community College 

nurses graduation ceremony, the Classic Christian School graduation, among others.  
 

On April 20, the Chapel was the venue for the last concert in the 2017-2018 Chapel Music Se-

ries. The guest organist, Michael Shake, was brilliant, showcasing some beautiful music and 

our very special organ. KUDOS to Stephen Gourley, who once again put together a wonderful 

music series for the pleasure of our members and the entire community.    
 

 

Just a day later, the Chapel hosted the second in a series of community discussion about hu-

man trafficking. Rich Cowell and Doug Sherwood, co-chairs of the Chapel’s Men’s Ministry, 

along with other members of their committed earn a special KUDOS for putting the Chapel 

front and center in the local effort to inform the public about the evils of human trafficking.  

More than 100 people gathered in the Chapel sanctuary to hear representatives from the 

Moore Country Sheriff’s office and other organizations dedicated to fighting this plague and 

helping its victims. Well done to all involved. 

1    Jean Ann Doern 

      Bill Collins 

2    Geoff Taylor 

      Gary Jacobsen 

      Katie Wilson 

5     Rich Cowell 

     Tim Woodruff 

     Austen Shearer 

6   Peyton Page 

     Colton Malone 

7   Glenn Bower 

     Don Goulet 

     Adrienne 

          Oxendine 

8   Ilana Stewart 

     Martha DeVault 

     Justin Bazil 

9  Ronald Milam 

13 Juanita  

            Davenport 

14    John Shannon 

16   Ashley Smith 

17   Martha Kusek 

       Jesse Ingham 

18   Carol Gelfo 

       Joann Baker 

19   Molly Taylor 

       Betsy Jacobs 

       Chris Imperial 

       Patrick Pizzella 

20 Lori Valentinas 

21   Barbara Fulghum 

       David Crosby 

22   Sarah Smith 

       Anna Page 

23   Dave Edrington 

24   Ham Webster 

       John Rowerdink 

25   Betty Jane              

 Wardle 

       Sarah Baucom 

27   Barb Beatty 

       Dean Scaletta 

28   Ron Whitley 

      Don Taylor 

Please contact the office if your 

birthday or  

anniversary information is incor-

rect, or if you need 

to be added to the list. 

2    Peter & Sigrid Gross 

7    Don & Georgene  

             Edwards 

8    Geoff & Molly Taylor 

12  George & Sharon Trail 

      Julian & Sarah Hawes 

      Stephen & Holly            

              Ingham 

14  Ashley & Vickie Smith 

15  Jim & Amy Corcoran 

16  John & Betsy Jacobs 

       George & Pat Vickers 

       Bro & Dee Park 

 20  Hans-Peter & Karin          

             Feddersen 

21  Franz & Stephanie  

             Robinson 

24  Al & Shirley App 

25  Rich & Lisa Wingfield 

24  Nathan & Amy Whitfield 

       Jerry & Judy Townley 

30   Jack & Judi Wood 

       Richard & Pamela  

           Pabst 
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Happy Mothers Day to 

all the wonderful moms 

of The Village Chapel 


